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The Philosophy department would like to change the name of this course to Great Books in Philosophy. The course number (PHIL 321) would remain the same.





We would also like to change the course description to the following: This course consists of a careful examination of an important text in the history of philosophy. Attention will also be paid to the selected text’s historical significance as well as to its relevance to contemporary philosophical debates. The text examined may vary from semester to semester, and may be drawn from such authors as Plato, Aristotle, Cicero, Augustine, Aquinas, Hume, Kant, Mill, Kierkegaard, Nietzsche, Moore, Ross, Ayer, Stevenson, Rawls, Smart, Williams, Finnis, Grisez, and MacIntyre. This course may be repeated by students as the text changes from semester to semester.








The current Undergraduate Catalog description is as follows: “Major thinkers in the Western philosophical, religious, political and literary traditions. This course emphasizes philosophical themes in literature.” As currently described this course is rather broad in scope, extending to individual thinkers and/or themes both in and beyond the discipline of philosophy. The Philosophy department would like to narrow the focus of the course, making it more exclusively philosophical and text-centered. The changes requested would do just that, making this course a semester-long careful examination of an historically significant text within the discipline.











The last time this course was offered was during the Fall 1992 semester as the SJLA senior seminar. It had not been offered prior to then, nor has it been offered since then. It is with the intention of offering this course once again that these changes are being requested.





No programs/concentrations/tracks will be affected by these changes.














