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UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON

PHIL 329: Advanced Topics in Biomedical Ethics 

(Embryonic Stem Cell Research) 
Course Syllabus

Dr. Patrick Tully

Office: St. Thomas Hall 572

Office phone: 941-4183
Office hours: Mon., Fri., 1:00-2:15; Wed. 2:00-3:00
e-mail: Tullyp2@scranton.edu

.

A.  Course Description      

This course will focus upon the questions, theories, and claims at the heart of the moral debate on embryonic stem cell research. We will examine competing arguments concerning the nature and moral status of the human being at the various (especially embryonic) stages of its biological development, as well as the nature and extent of the obligations society has to these developing human beings and to the sick. We will also consider competing conceptions of the nature and purpose of research and medicine, especially as they bear upon the question of the legitimacy of constraints on certain kinds of embryonic stem cell research. Differences in accounts of the concepts morally right and morally wrong will also be identified and critically evaluated as possible contributing causes to this ongoing debate. 

B. Course Objectives

1. To provide the student with an in-depth understanding of the contemporary debate concerning the use of embryos in medical research. 

2. To develop the student’s understanding of the nature of biomedical ethics as a rational, principled endeavor and to have them become more practiced in the process of ethical analysis.

3. To refine the student’s grasp of the methods, principles, and concepts of the traditional, predominant ethical theories of Western thought, especially as they address this contemporary biomedical issue.

4. To enable the student to identify the ethical approach of others and to see how and where this approach is consistent with or at odds with the approach of the Catholic moral tradition.

5. To contribute to the student’s development and refinement of an ethical world view, one from which they can confidently approach and engage any ethical issue. 

6. To develop further the student’s abilities to weigh evidence, to evaluate facts and ideas critically, and to apply ethical concepts as they take considered stands on important issues of the day.

C. Method
We will aim at the course objectives through reading and writing assignments, and through weekly meetings characterized by discussion of the issues and arguments from the relevant texts, questions from students and me, and some lecture.  

D. Required Texts 
The required texts are listed in section K of this syllabus. All texts are available either on-line or through the Weinberg Memorial Library (some articles may require interlibrary loan, so please allow for the time this service requires).

E. 
Course Requirements and Method of Evaluation

1. Writing assignments, 2-3 pages each.  At each weekly meeting, each student must submit their philosophically articulated and defended response to a question that I raise concerning the text that will be discussed that week. The papers must be typed, double-spaced, with standard margins, and in 12-point font.  Late papers will be penalized 10 points for each day they are late.  (60% of course grade)

2. A final paper (10-12 pages) in which the student presents and philosophically defends a thesis of their own choosing. The thesis must be pre-approved by the instructor. This paper will be due one week after the final semester meeting. (30%)

3. Class participation (includes asking questions, offering opinions, and answering questions; it is not an attendance grade.) (10%)

* It is the student’s responsibility to hold on to all returned, graded work until semester grades are reported so that any issues concerning semester grades may be more easily resolved.

F. Attendance Policy 
Attendance is required and will be taken every class. A student’s final course grade will be lowered 3 points for each unexcused absence. An absence will be excused if it is for a medical or family emergency. Documentation may be required (at the discretion of the instructor). Papers submitted late due to an unexcused absence will have points deducted according to the policy laid out in part 1 of section E above.

G. Academic Honesty Policy

The minimum penalty for academic dishonesty on any particular assignment will be a 


0 for that assignment and notification of the dean of the student’s college. The 


minimum penalty for a second instance of academic dishonesty by the same student 

will be the same as above as well as a grade of F for the course. It is the student’s 

responsibility to understand the various forms of academic dishonesty and to avoid each of them. 
H. Students With Disabilities Policy 

In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment.
I.
Counseling Services and Academic Support
      The strains and workload of student life can sometimes feel overwhelming and it is 

      easy to lose perspective when faced with academic, social, and personal demands. 

      The staff of the Counseling Center (2nd floor of McGurrin Hall) are there to help 

      students manage the stresses of university life. Appointment can be scheduled by 

      calling 941-7620 or by stopping by. 

Academic support (reading center, writing center, tutoring, use of instructional technology, various workshops) is offered to all students at the Center for 

Teaching and Learning Excellence (CTLE; 5th floor of St. Thomas Hall, 941-4038).

J.    Grade scale:

A  ( 95 and higher

A- ( 90-94

B+ ( 86-89
B   ( 83-85

B- ( 80-82

C+ (76-79
C   ( 73-75

C-  ( 70-72
D+ ( 65-69
D   ( 60-64



F   ( 59 and below

K. Course Outline
Week 1 

1st meeting

Week 2
“The Ends of Science” (Eric Cohen, First Things, 11/06, 26-30)
Week 3 
“The First Fourteen Days of Life” (Patrick Lee & Robert George, The 

New Atlantis, Summer 2006)

“The Ethics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research and Human Cloning,” (Robert George, Family Research Council web site)
Week 4
“Why Current UK Legislation on Embryo Research Is Immoral: How the Argument from Lack of Qualities and the Argument from Potentiality Have Been Applied and Why They Should Be Rejected” (Jan Deckers, Bioethics [Je 2005] 19[3], 251-271)
Week 5 

“The Moral Imperative to Conduct Embryonic Stem Cell and Cloning Research” (Katrien Devolder and Julian Savulescu, Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics [Winter 2006] 15[1], 7-21)

Week 6
“The Ethics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research” (Howard Curzer, Journal of Medicine and Philosophy [October 2004] 29[5], 533-562)

Week 7
“The Ethics of Embryonic Stem Cell Research” (Howard Curzer, Journal of Medicine and Philosophy [October 2004] 29[5], 533-562) (2nd week dealing with this text)

Week 8 

“Developing Human-Nonhuman Chimeras in Human Stem Cell Research: Ethical Issues and Boundaries” (Phillip Karpowicz, Kennedy Institute of Ethics Journal (June 2005, 15[2], 107-134)
Week 9
“Altered Nuclear Transfer as a Morally Acceptable Means for the Procurement of Human Embryonic Stem Cells” (WB Hurlbut, The National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly, Vol.5, No.1, 2005, 145-151)

“A Contralife Argument against Altered Nuclear Transfer” (Lawrence Masek, The National Catholic Bioethics Quarterly Vol.6, No.2, Summer 2006, 235 – 240)

Week 10
“Levels of Moral Complicity in the Act of Human Embryo Destruction” (Edward Furton, in Stem Cell Research: New Frontiers in Science and Ethics [Nancy Snow, ed.], available at the University library)

Week 11
"Complicity in Embryonic and Fetal Stem Cell Research and Applications: Exploring and Extending Catholic Responses" (Jan C. Heller, in Stem Cell Research, 

James M Humber [ed.], Totowa: Humana Pr, 2004, 123-147)

Week 12 

Catch-up

Week 13
Final meeting, texts tba. 
( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           ( Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			








The course is designed for upper-level students who have fulfilled at least the two Philosophy pre-requisites (PHIL 120 (Introduction to Philosophy), PHIL 210 (Ethics) and one of the following: PHIL 212 or  PHIL 316 or science/allied health major or permission of instructor.). The rationale for this course is that there is need for a sequel to PHIL 212 Medical Ethics and PHIL 316 American Perspectives on Health Care Ethics which will allow interested students to focus more narrowly and examine in greater depth some current issue(s) in the field of biomedical ethics. 





PHIL 120 (Introduction to Philosophy): Here students become familiar with many of the important questions, concepts, and terms of the discipline, a familiarity that will be presupposed in the course being proposed.


PHIL 210 (Ethics): Students are introduced to the concepts and questions of ethics, as well as to some of the traditions found within this branch of Philosophy. This background is also presupposed in the texts to be examined in this course.


PHIL 212 and PHIL 316:  Because the new course is a sequel to PHIL 212 Medical Ethics and PHIL 316 American Perspectives on Health Care, either PHIL 212 or 316 will be needed to provide students with sufficient background.








This course will focus narrowly upon an issue (or a set of related issues) in biomedical research 


which generates significant moral concern. We will examine the moral dimensions of the selected issue and consider the various arguments offered to support or oppose it.  Semester topics may include Topics


will vary but may include embryo-destructive research, cloning and donor siblings, genetic testing 


and eugenics, genetic enhancement, and the  human/non-human production of chimeras. Typically 


the course will also consider the nature and purpose of biomedical research and medicine.


 Prerequisites: PHIL 120 and PHIL 210 and one of the following: PHIL 212,


or  PHIL 316, or science/allied health major, or permission of instructor.








PHIL 212 Medical Ethics


PHIL 316 American Perspectives on Health Care Ethics


T/RS 227Z Biomedical Ethics








PHIL 212, PHIL 316, and T/RS 227Z are broader in scope than the course being proposed (and T/RS 227Z presents theological reflections not covered in the proposed course). By design these other three courses consider a variety of topics over the course of a single semester. Each of these courses offer greater breadth than the course being proposed, but are not designed to offer the depth of study on a particular issue that PHIL 329 will offer. PHIL 329 is designed to be a semester-long, intensive study of one issue (e.g. complicity) or problem (e.g. embryonic stem-cell research) that was perhaps only briefly considered in these other courses.
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