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□ New

□ Changes in Course taken only by Majors
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Course Revision

Course open to or required of Non-Majors

Course Title: Change to Catalog Description for General Physics II/General Physics II Laboratory
Course Number: PHYS 121/PHYS 121L    Date: DEC 5, 2010

Nature

of

revision: 


Rationale

for

revision: 

Will the revision have an impact on the core curriculum?  XNo  □Yes (indicate impact)

Indicate below the distribution of students the last four times the course was offered


Indicate below the impact and response of affected programs/concentrations/tracks 

   

Will the revisions require allocation/reallocation of University resources?  

    XNo    □Yes (indicate resources needed for revision below)
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Changes only in catalog description:  no change in course pre-reqs, no change in course topics.





Our current Phys 120/121 catalog description


PHYS 120/121					8 credits


(E) General Physics


 (Prerequisites: MATH 103 or 114)  General college course for pre-medical, pre-dental, biology, biochemistry and physical therapy majors. Mechanics, heat, electricity and magnetism, sound and light. Three hours lecture and two hours laboratory.





PROPOSED Phys 121/Phys 121L catalog description


PHYS 121/121L					4 credits


(E) General Physics II				


 (Prerequisite: Phys 120)   Emphasizes quantitative and conceptual understanding of the topics of introductory physics developed without use of calculus.  Topics include electric forces and electric fields, electric potential, capacitance, current, resistance, dc circuits, magnetic field and magnetic force, inductance, induced emf, electromagnetic waves, geometrical and physical optics, optical instruments, and an introduction to modern physics. Three hours lecture and two hours laboratory.








Current catalog description is one extremely general description that covers both semesters of courses and their labs (Phys 120-Phys 120L-Phys 121-Phys 121L).  This causes confusion as to specific topics covered in the individual courses (Phys 120 versus Phys 121), and causes difficulties for students who want this course to transfer either into or out of The University of Scranton.  











Biology, BCMB, Biochemistry, Exercise Science, Neuroscience, Environmental Science, Secondary Education Biology majors





No impact on programs, so we did not seek responses from affected programs.














