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Proposed Syllabus

United States – Latin American Relations

Instructor: Dr. Michael Allison




Course #: PS 333
Office:
O’Hara 409





Term: Alternating Spring Semesters

Office Phone: 941-4392




Classroom Location: XXXX

Email:
allisonm3@scranton.edu



Time: XXXX

Office Hours:
XXXX

Course Description:  This course on offers an introduction to the history of political, economic, cultural and security relations between Latin America and the United States from the early nineteenth century to the present.  The semester is divided into three sections.  First, we will review the history of US-Latin American relations from the beginning of the nineteenth century through World War II.  Second, we will cover US-Latin American relations during the Cold War.  Finally, we will discuss US-Latin American relations since the end of the Cold War, including topics such as regional trade agreements, democracy promotion, drug trafficking, immigration, and the impact of 9/11.
Prerequisites: There are no official prerequisites for this course, but students interested in the course will benefit from having previously taken Introduction to International Relations, the Survey of Latin American Politics, or Central American politics.    

Course Objectives: At the end of the course, each student is expected to be able to:

· Relate several basic concepts of international relations to the context of US – LA relations.

· Develop an in-depth knowledge of a particular country’s relations with the United States.

· Understand and appreciate many of the challenges in current US-Latin American relations.

· Develop critical thinking, analytical, oral and written skills

Required Texts and Readings

· Schoultz, Lars (1998). Beneath the United States: A History of U.S. Policy Toward Latin America. MA: Harvard University Press.

· Danner, Mark (1993). The Massacre at El Mozote. NY: Vintage Books.

· Bulmer-Thomas, Victor and James Dunkerly (1999). The United States and Latin America: The New Agenda. MA: Harvard University Press.

· Required readings can be found on the course website under Course Library

Course Requirements

Class Participation



30%

Papers 





60% (3 @ 20% each)

Group Presentation



10%

Grading

A
93-100


B-
80-82.9



D+
67-69.9

A-
90-92.9


C+ 
77-79.9



D
63-66.9

B+
87-89.9


C
73-76.9



D-
60-62.9

B
83-86.9


C-
70-72.9



F
<60

Students are required to keep an extra copy of each assignment until the instructor has returned the graded copy of that assignment.  Students are also required to keep graded, returned copies of all exams, quizzes and writing assignments until two weeks after the final exam.

Attendance and Class Participation: This class is heavily geared towards class participation and discussion.  Thirty percent (30%) of your grade is based upon attendance and class participation.  Acceptable excuses will only be accepted with prior notice.

Research Papers:  Each student is required to write three papers during the course of the semester (Due dates are listed).  Each paper will count 20% towards your final grade.  

Paper 1:
US relations with the country from its independence until the end of WWII

Paper 2:
US relations with the country during the Cold War

Paper 3:
US relations with the country in the post-Cold War period

Each paper should be six pages in length (plus a page of references), typed, double-spaced with 1.00 or 1.25 inch margins and page numbers.  Late papers will be marked down 10 points per day starting at the beginning of class.  If you turn in the paper to my office while we are in class or after class has begun, the paper will be counted as late.  I will hand out additional information on the papers during the second week of classes.  

Group Presentation:  Students writing papers on the same country are required to provide one 20-minute PowerPoint presentation focusing on current relations between that country and the United States.  As with the written assignments, additional information on these presentations will be handed out during the second week of classes.  These presentations will occur the final week of classes and during the final exam date, if necessary.  There are no make-ups for missed presentations.

Things to Remember: Written assignments should be carefully organized, expressed and proofread.  I take writing into account in grading so avoid misspelled words, contractions, run-on sentences, comma splices and the passive voice.  

Course Rules (Make-ups): If a student misses any graded work, without an approved excuse, that student will receive a zero for that assignment.  If a student cannot attend class the day he or she is to take an exam or quiz, the student must notify me in advance at 941-4392 or via email.  Students who fail to notify me prior to the exam will not be able to sit for a make-up exam (except where physical circumstances prohibit notification).  Written permission to make-up an exam must be provided by the academic dean, for cases where no prior notification was given.

Class Attendance Policy:  As per university policy, class attendance is required of all students.  The following and only the following absences are eligible to be excused:  Religious holidays, as specified in UofS policy; absences due to representing the UofS at official functions, including intercollegiate debating or varsity sports events; verified emergencies and/or medical illness.  Medical illnesses are serious in nature and require continued treatment by medical professionals and/or surgical or other treatments. Colds and stomach aches do not qualify as medical illnesses. If you have a chronic illness that could affect your attendance, it is imperative that you alert me to this at the beginning of the course. Documentation for an absence to be excused is required. Please provide a copy of the documentation to your professor and keep a copy for your own records. While one is not penalized for the absence of excused absences, he or she remains responsible for all content missed, including assignments, knowledge, or skills that were covered in the missed class (es).

American Disabilities Act:  In order to receive appropriate accommodations, students with disabilities must register with the Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence and provide relevant documentation. Students should contact Mary Ellen Pichiarello (Extension 4039) or Jim Muniz (Extension 4218), 5th floor, St. Thomas Hall, for an appointment.
Academic Honor Code:  Students are expected to uphold the Academic Honor Code published in The University of Scranton Student Handbook (http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html).

Syllabus Change Policy:  This syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced notice.

PROPOSED CLASS SCHEDULE

Week 1

· Introduction to United States – Latin American Relations 

Week 2

· 19th Century Relations 

Week 3

· 19th Century Relations 

Week 4

· Early 20th Century Relations

Week 5 

· Mid-20th Century Relations

Week 6

· Mid-20th Century Relations

Week 7 

· Cold War

Week 8

· Cold War

Week 9

· Post-Cold War Relations (In general terms)

Week 10

· Democracy Promotion

Week 11

· Free Trade 

Weeks 12

· War on Drugs
Week 13

· Immigration

Week 14

· Post- 9/11 Relations – War on Terror
Week 15

· Presentations
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This is a political science course at the 300 level that brings together theories and concepts from international relations to the study of relations between the United States and Latin America.  It is a very broad course that covers 200 years of history and does not focus on a particular time period or relationship with a single country that would be more appropriate for a higher level course.





There are no official prerequisites for this course, but students interested in the course will benefit from previously having taken Introduction to International Relations, Survey of Latin American Politics, or Central America courses.    





Course offers an introduction to the political, economic, and security relations between Latin America and the United States from the beginning of the nineteenth century through the present day.  Present day topics include regional trade arrangements, democracy promotion, drug trafficking, immigration, and the impact of 9/11.








Survey of Latin American Politics and Central America





Minimal overlap with existing courses – the “Survey of Latin American Politics” (PS 219) and “Central America” courses commit less than one month to the study of relations with the United States.  





None
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