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New Course in Political Science:

PS 335: Women in the Global Community
Dr. Gretchen J. Van Dyke

O'Hara 407:  941-4307

E-Mail:  Vandykeg1@scranton.edu

Office Hours: TBA for each semester, or by appointment 

Course Description and Goals

The popular images of women in the global community often include pictures of queens and princesses from various monarchies, of international movie stars, of fashion moguls and models, and of the wealthy elites attending glamorous parties or enjoying holidays in glitzy tourist destinations.  The lens of political science provides much different images.  We see prime ministers, other cabinet members, legislators, and parliamentarians in multiple states around the world and in organizations such as the European Union.  We see policy makers in United Nations specialized agencies, international lawyers and judges, educators and health care professionals, aid workers and volunteers in non-government organizations—all spanning the globe to address the needs of myriad women, men, and children in the international system. We also come to see the multiple challenges facing women in the international system—within the context of genocide and ethnic cleansing, in connection to poverty, disease, and illiteracy as well racial, ethnic, and religious prejudices, and within the context of such transnational crimes as human trafficking for labor and sexual purposes and other forms of gender-based violence (ie., mass rape and honor killings).

This upper-division elective in Political Science allows students to study the experiences of women within a global framework. It gives special consideration to women who emerge as elected political representatives and policy makers in their respective countries and to women as citizens in a complex global community, often subjected to maltreatment, abuse, and neglect as a result of international policy making over which they have little or no control.  First, students try to make “feminist sense” of international politics, which introduces them to subtle and not-so-subtle political structures and power arrangements that shape women’s experiences in international society.  This new understanding becomes the framework of analysis for the remainder of the course.  Next, students examine women’s struggle for accessing positions of power in government, including cultural, social-structural, political, and global variables that affect women’s capacity to gain political offices, and the effect of women policy makers in different global regions.  Third, students will explore the multiple policy challenges facing the international community as it comes to terms with the abuse of women during times of war, and the empowerment of women in times of peace to fight against global poverty in general and to protect the rights of women in particular.  Such an investigation enables students to draw conclusions about how close the international community is to meeting its universal declarations about protecting women’s rights and eliminating all forms of discrimination against women around the world.

Course Learning Objectives 
By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1.  Discuss and critically assess the impact of political structures and power arrangements on women’s experiences in the global community;

2.  Discuss and critically assess the theoretical goals found in international resolutions intended to promote women’s human rights, women’s political participation, and the desired goal to eliminate all forms of discrimination against women;

3.  Discuss and critically assess the emergence of women in political offices in the international system;

4.  Discuss and critically assess specific policy challenges associated with crimes against women during war;

5.  Discuss and critically assess specific policy challenges associated with solving specific problems, such as human trafficking, gender-based violence, and maternal mortality; 

6.  Discuss and critically assess the empowerment of women as a means to protect and promote women’s rights and to address global poverty (the proportional impact of which is greatest on women and children);

7.  Express, in oral and in written form, thesis statements about course readings, and expand those theses into extended critical analysis;

8.  Discuss and critically assess how feminists’ perspectives provide a nuanced understanding of women in the global community.

Required Texts (available for purchase in the University of Scranton Bookstore and used extensively in this course)
Cynthia Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of International Politics (2000)

Swanee Hunt, This Was Not Our War: Bosnian Women Reclaiming the Peace (2004)
Nicholas Kristof &  Sheryl WuDunn,  Half the Sky: Turning Oppression into Opportunity for Women Worldwide (2009)
Pamela Paxton & Melanie Hughes, Women, Politics, and Power: A Global Perspective (2007)


Additional assigned readings will be available through library reserve in the Weinberg Memorial Library or distributed in class.  Moreover, students are required to read The New York Times on a daily basis and to keep abreast of significant, ongoing international stories concerning women, as current international events will be integrated into class discussions whenever it is appropriate.

Course Requirements

This course will be conducted as an upper-division seminar, in which students literally teach and learn from each other.  A valuable and effective seminar experience demands significant student participation, extensive individual reading and inquiry, and detailed in-class presentations, discussion, and analysis.  Course grades will be determined by the following:

1.  Class Participation/Attendance -- 20% (20 points)
Attendance in this class is mandatory!  Class absences will not be tolerated, except under the most extreme circumstances.  Participation by all students is assumed and expected; vigorous class discussions are the goal.  Students are expected to be on time for class and have assigned readings prepared for class; each week a discussion question will be assigned for which students must prepare a written thesis statement for the following week.  Thesis statements will be presented at the beginning of each class and will be collected each week.  Students will sign an attendance sheet at the beginning of class; failure to do so will be considered an absence.  If a student fails to attend class or consistently comes to class ill-prepared, he or she can anticipate a Grade of F for "Participation," and possibly for the entire course depending on the extent of the violations.  This decision will be made at the discretion of this professor.  Bonus Opportunities:  2-point bonus opportunities will be announced in class.
Special note on classroom decorum:  All cell phones and pagers should be turned off at the start of class; restroom use should occur prior to the beginning of class or after class, except in the case of a genuine emergency.  Furthermore, while students may at times disagree with their peers and/or this professor on particular issues, they should convey that disagreement in a respectful, professional manner.  Finally, students should note that this professor particularly frowns upon absences on days immediately prior to and after holiday breaks.  Students should be aware that this professor will take special note of any unprofessional behavior, and that such behavior will likely negatively affect a student’s final grade.

2.  Seminar Leadership -- 30% (30 points)
Every student (possibly working with 1-2 colleagues) will lead class discussion for at least one course topic during the semester.  Students will choose their specific leadership topic from the weekly topics list.  With guidance from this professor, they will review additional readings, prepare discussion questions, prepare small media presentations, and provide in-depth analysis on individual class topics.  This will give students the chance to research and examine more deeply specific seminar issues, essentially making them "experts" on these topics.  Students may also use their leadership sessions to complete the short essays that are required for the course.  Students' preparation, organization, and actual oral presentation will be evaluated to constitute their leadership grade.  Students will also complete an evaluation for their fellow team member, which will be an additional evaluative tool for each leadership team.

3.  4 Short, Analytical Essays (3 optional topics, 1 assigned topic) -- 20%/10% (20 points/10 points)
Optional Topics:  As mentioned above, students will be given a weekly discussion question on which to focus their class preparation for the following week's class.  Students may chose 3 occasions (questions) during the semester on which to prepare a short, 4-5 page answer (double-spaced typed with standard 1-inch margins and 12-point fonts) that must be turned in on the day of that particular discussion.  Students will analyze and reflect upon the particular readings for that discussion in a formal, written manner, and document their analysis using specific citations from class readings.  Students should try to demonstrate their understanding of the most salient points about the individual topics that are being studied.  Deadlines -- Please Note:  At least 1 optional essay must be turned in during the first 5 weeks of the semester.  No essays will be accepted after the last class.
Assigned Topic:  This essay will be in place of a midterm exam.  It will be a 6-7 page answer (double-spaced typed with standard 12-point fonts) in response to a question that will be given out in class.  The question will be somewhat more comprehensive than the 3 optional topics, but will, again, ask students to analyze and reflect upon class readings and issues that are being discussed in the seminar, using specific citations from the class readings.  Demonstration of knowledge and a thoughtful, critical evaluation of course material are the goals of this assignment.

Deadline:  Questions will distributed in class during Week 8; the deadline for these essays will be announced in class.  ABSOLUTELY NO late essays will be accepted!

4.  Final Essay -- 20% (20 points)
This assignment will be similar to the assigned midterm essay:  again, an approximately 6-7 page answer (double-spaced typed with standard 12-point fonts) in response to a question that will be given out in class.  Further details and a deadline will be provided in class
Tentative Class Schedule:  Topical Outline & Initial Reading Assignments
I.  Introduction
Class 1:  Course Introduction

II.  How Do Feminists Think About the International System

Weeks 1-3:  “The international is personal” and “the personal is international”:  When we travel, where are the women?  How has nationalism been shaped by masculinity?  Why is it critical to understand the experiences of women, who live and work on and/or around military bases, as we explore how military alliances work in the international community?  Why is it critical to understand the experiences of foreign service wives and female foreign service personnel in order to understand more fully international diplomacy?  Why is it critical to understand the experiences of women working in the agricultural sector of the developing world in order to understand more fully the dynamics of the Global North-Global South (developed world-developing world) divide? Why is it critical to understand the experiences of women working in the industrial sector of the developing world in order to understand more fully international political economy?  Why is it critical to understand the experiences of domestic servants (who primarily are women) in order to understand more fully the new trends in the international arena?

Readings:  Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases (all); Paxton & Hughes, Women, Politics, and Power, Chpt. 1
III.  Women Leaders in the International Arena
Weeks 4-6:  How do women help us to understand the challenge of political elections and representation in the international system?  What particular challenges face women as they pursue elected political offices?  What variables help us understand the capacity of women to gain political offices?  What lessons can be drawn from the experiences of elected women representatives?  What does the future hold for the election of women representatives?

Readings:  Paxton  & Hughes, Chpts. 3-10

IV.  Women and International Public Policy
Weeks 7-10:  Women in the Midst of War – Women Recovering From War:  How do women respond to war?  How are women treated during war?  How do women survive war?  How do women help others survive war?  How do women recover from war?  How do women work to bring peace?  What lessons about the international community and international relations can be drawn from women’s experience in war?

Readings:  Hunt, This Was Not Our War (all)

Movie Viewing:  A Woman in Berlin
Weeks 11-14:  Empowering Women to Protect Them from Abuse and Promote Their Rights:  How does the world address specific abuses of women, such as sex trafficking, gendered-based violence, and maternal mortality?  How have these issues been addressed traditionally, and how might they be addressed more effectively, particularly if one understands the experiences of these abused women?  How does one empower women as a means to ensure the protection of women’s rights in the international community, to improve the economic well being of women, and to address the broader question of global poverty?  What is the role of education in the empowerment of women?


Readings:  Kristof &  WuDunn,  Half the Sky (all)
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This is an upper-division elective in Political Science, which will also be cross-listed in Women’s Studies.  It is specialized in its content and designed to build upon other Social-Behavioral (S), Political Science, or Women’s Studies coursework.











PS 335 Women in the Global Community			3 cr.


Examines women’s experiences in a global context.  Studies women who emerge as elected political representatives and policy makers in various international arenas.  Considers women as citizens in a complex global community, by exploring the abuse of women in war, and women’s empowerment to fight global poverty and protect women’s rights.








None, but will be cross-listed in Women’s Studies to support that curriculum.





None, but will be cross-listed in Women’s Studies to support that curriculum.
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