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Increase Minimum GPA Prerequisite for Doctor of Physical Therapy
(DPT) Program

TINE OF PROPOSAL

Type of Proposal
Program Course

o New o0 New
X Changes within Major o Changes in Course taken only by Majors
01 Changes within Cognate * o Changes in Course required of Non-Majors*
o Changes in Minor or Track o Changes in Course open to Non-Majors
o Changes in Concentration® o Deletion of Course taken only by Majors
o Program Deletion o Deletion of Course required of Non-Majors*

o Deletion of Course open to Non-Majors

PONSORING DEPARTMENT (S)

Occupahol;al Thera::py & P M{slcal Theraj Review and Agpro;al 11/15/10
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* For starred items Chairs of affected Departments/Programs must sign below before Dean’s revi
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Dean’s Preliminary Review I/ posal: O Complete

O Satisfies U of S Curricular Requirements
O Additional preliminary comments below O Consistent with College Goals/Mission

Dean’s Slgnature/Date AQ&JA o (2 ﬁ[%iﬂ [/ 5_][ //
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Preliminary FSCC Disposition:

O Committee recommends approval (new program proposals require a Recommendation from the full Senate)
O Proposal will require minimal review:  Anticipated FS Meeting Date:

O Proposal will require significant review: Anticipated FS Meeting Date:

FSCC Chair Signature/Date

Issues: In fall 2011, the 3.20 GPA for guaranteed admission into the DPT program
becomes effective to exceptional freshmen receiving initial acceptance to the University of
Scranton. Would it be better to analyze the results of the 3.20 GPA requirement from a 3.00 GPA
before we make more changes in our requirements?
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Program Revision

Changes within Major

Program: Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT)


Nature

of

revision: 


Rationale

for

revision: 

Will the revision have an impact on the core curriculum?  X No  □Yes (indicate impact)

Will the revision have any impact on another department or program? □No X Yes

 If yes, indicate below the impact and response of affected department or programs.

Will the revisions require allocation/reallocation of University resources?  

                X No    □Yes (indicate resources needed for revision below)

Old Major Course Grid


        New Major Course Grid


Signature of Sponsoring Chair:_________________________________ Date: _______________

Home Dean:  □ CAS    X  CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC








At the time of undergraduate admission, exceptional freshmen are given guaranteed assurance in the DPT program following the attainment of a baccalaureate degree and successful completion of the DPT program prerequisites. For the guarantee to remain valid students must complete several prerequisite courses with a grade of C or better, complete sixty (60) hours of approved observation in at least two different physical therapy clinics and attain a minimum overall GPA of 3.20. The requested revision is to raise the overall minimum GPA requirement for guaranteed students to a 3.30. 








Currently University of Scranton undergraduate seniors with a guarantee are automatically eligible to enter the DPT program as long as they have completed the prerequisite courses with a grade of C or better and have attained an overall GPA of 3.20 or higher.  The applicant pool for the DPT program has grown to the point that we are unable to accept many internal or external applicants who do not have a guarantee, but have GPAs considerably higher than those students who have been given a guarantee. Therefore, the physical therapy faculty believes that it is not unreasonable to raise the minimum standard to a 3.30 for all students, including those with guaranteed assurance. The new GPA requirement will appear in the 2011-12 Undergraduate and Graduate Catalog and be implemented with the graduate-level students who enter the DPT program that begins the DPT in 2015. 














The Office of Admissions awards guaranteed assurance into the DPT program to qualified freshmen students in various undergraduate departments/programs.  The students with this guarantee assurance will be required to maintain a higher GPA regardless of the department’s standards for their guarantee to remain valid.  This should motivate this group of students to work diligently to maintain a 3.30 GPA in preparation for handling the rigor of the DPT curriculum.  Departments most effected, but not limited to are Exercise Science and Biology.


























