
Revision of Sociology Major 

Type of Proposal

Program

□ New

X Changes within Major

□ Changes within Cognate *

□ Changes in Minor or Track

□ Changes in Concentration*

□ Program Deletion

Course

□ New

□ Changes in Course taken only by Majors

□ Changes in Course required of Non-Majors*

□ Changes in Course open to Non-Majors

□ Deletion of Course taken only by Majors

□ Deletion of Course required of Non-Majors*

□ Deletion of Course open to Non-Majors

                Sociology/CJ/GERO_____     
Review and Approval    2/20/06                                                       

SPONSORING DEPARTMENT (S)                                                                                                                                                                                          DATE(S)

Signature of Sponsoring Chair(s)/Date (original signed by H. Dammer on 2/20/06)
* For starred items Chairs of affected Departments/Programs must sign below before Dean’s review 

Dean’s Preliminary Review     Proposal:
X Complete

X Satisfies U of S Curricular Requirements
□ Additional preliminary comments below 
X Consistent with College Goals/Mission                    

Dean’s Signature/Date (original signed by Germeroth      March 22, 2006)
X CAS                    □ CPS                    □ SOM                   □ GRAD                    □ DHC

Preliminary FSCC Disposition:

□ Committee recommends approval (new program proposals require a Recommendation from the full Senate)
□ Proposal will require minimal review:      Anticipated FS Meeting Date:__________________ 

□ Proposal will require significant review:  Anticipated FS Meeting Date: __________________

FSCC Chair Signature/Date __________________________ __________

Issues:       Drop PS Elective as Cognate Requirement

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________


Changes within Major

Program:  _SOCIOLOGY___________________

Nature

of

revision: 


Rationale

for

revision: 

Will the revision have an impact on the core curriculum?  x No _Yes (indicate impact)
Will the revision have any impact on another department or program? _ No  x Yes

 If yes, indicate below the impact and response of affected department or programs.

Will the revisions require allocation/reallocation of University resources?  

                x No   _Yes (indicate resources needed for revision below)
Old Major Course Grid


        
New Major Course Grid




Signature of Sponsoring Chair: (Dammer’s signature on the original) Date:  2/20/06
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______________________________ ______________________________________________  ____________   


                                          Department                                                                                                                        Signature                                                                                                   Date                                         








Home Dean:  X CAS    □ CPS    □ SOM    □ GRAD    □ DHC








The changes involve reducing the number of required credit hours, �changing which courses are required within the major, and renumbering �some existing courses to better fit the pedagogical model supported by �the American Sociological Association (ASA).  These changes will also �make course offerings more predictable so students can better plan �their academic experience within the major.





A review of over 15 colleges which are competitive and comparable �to the University of Scranton reveals that the sociology major at this �University requires, on average, about 9 more credit hours of course �work in the major than other institutions require.  These changes will �make our major more competitive to the sociology major at these �universities.  More importantly, these changes will also create a �pedagogical hierarchy of learning  which will lead to more focused �sociological classes as one progresses through the major and which �will help majors better understand what it is to be a sociology major �as opposed to just taking a couple of sociology courses.  This �pedagogical hierarchy is the result of the findings from an ASA task �force specifically designed to evaluate the context of the sociology �major nationwide and to provide concrete suggestions for improvement.








Political science class is no longer required in cognate.  The Political Science Department has approved this change.





Required:  30 credits (10 classes)


 Soc 110:  Introduction to Sociology


 Soc 218:  Sociological Theory (NOTE:  A form for


  change of course number is also submitted)


 S/CJ 212:  Research Methods in the Social Sciences


 PSYC 110:  Introduction to Psychology�


 AND 6 electives broken as such:


 4 electives at the 100 or 200 level (with no more


    than 2 other 100 level classes)


 2 electives at the 300 level


Cognate:  39 credits (13 classes)


 CHS 241:  Case Management and Interviewing1


 AND 12 other electives














Free electives:  12 credits (4 classes)




















� Already required under old grid, therefore no real change in


  requirements.


 








Required:  39 credits (13 classes)


 Soc 110:  Introduction to Sociology


 Soc 112:  Introduction to Social Problems


 Soc 224:  American Minority Groups


 Soc 318:  Sociological Theory


 S/CJ 212:  Research Methods in the Social Sciences


 AND  8 electives











Cognate:  30 credits (10 classes)


 CHS 241:  Counseling and Human Services


 GERO 110:  Introduction to Gerontology


 PSYC 110:  Introduction to Psychology


 PS elective


 PSYC elective


 AND 5 other electives


Free electives: 12 credits (4 classes)














