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WOMN 215 Feminism and Social Change to be cross-listed with existing SOC 315
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□ Proposal will require minimal review:      Anticipated FS Meeting Date:__________________ 
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Issues: ______________________________________________
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New Course and Change to Existing course
(to be with SOC/CJ 315 )
 Course Title: Feminism and Social Change (cross-listing with SOC 315 course of the same name)

Course Number:____WOMN 215 (cross-listed with SOC 315)

Date Of Initial Offering:  _As a cross-listed course----Fall 2010







Semester           year

Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours: ___3_  Format:  X lecture  ( lab   (other:____

Frequency: X annual  ( each semester  (alternate years  

Prerequisites:  None

Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)

Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)

Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University

Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
(  Required
X  Elective (but fulfills a WS major and WS concentration requirement_

        GE :
X  submitted to CCC
( will be submitted to CCC    (  Area Free only









              date





Interdisciplinary:  X YES   ( NO       Team Teaching:    ( YES
X NO

Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: X NO (YES (Name)____________________

Home College:   X CAS
( PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
X Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of topics

X  Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

             X   Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
Note:  This course has been offered annually as SOC 315 for several years (recently renumbered due to sociology program objectives even though the course content did not change; it had been offered as SOC 215 prior to that) .  The course was developed for the women’s studies concentration.

We are committed to continually improving the course based on student input and instructor observation and reflection.  Outlines of student assignments are provided on the syllabus.

WOMN 215/SOC 315:  Feminism and Social Change (general information)

Students: This course is intended for students enrolled in the women’s studies concentration or major as well as sociology majors and minors.  It is open as an elective to other interested students.  

Implementation: This three-credit, interdisciplinary course will be offered annually in a traditional lecture/discussion format each fall; it has previously been offered only as SOC 315 (and prior to that, as SOC 215) each spring.

We seek GE “D” designation.  The course readings and experiences provide sociological insights into women’s social and political movements and their impacts on society.  

Schedule for course implementation: 

The chair of LA/W/S will be responsible for the scheduling of the course, and will offer it annually in the fall. If/when the department does not have a full-time faculty member available to teach the course, LA/W/S will take responsibility for hiring an adjunct faculty member qualified to teach the course for both women’s studies and sociology credit.  

(Example of Course Syllabus and Assignments)
WOMN 215/SOC 315:  Feminism and Social Change

Overview

This course will explore the relationship between feminism and social change. We will spend the beginning of the course examining the contextual and definitional elements of the women’s movement(s): how a social movement is defined; what kinds of tactics are employed; what constitutes a successful social change movement.  Using these terms and definitions, we will explore issues prominent in the history of the women’s movement, for example: suffrage and violence against women. The second half of the course will examine more fully specific feminist organizations that comprise the women’s movement and instances of organized backlash to feminist advances. 

I. Introduction:  Review of basic feminist concepts and the three “waves” of the feminist movement

II. What constitutes a movement?  With specific focus on the feminist movement, we will examine the sociological definition of a “movement” and analyze the tactics engaged by movements, their historical context, and co-occuring movements

III. Study of particular movements.  In this part of the course we will focus on particular women’s issues and how movements around these issues developed; readings will depend on the issues chosen in a given semester.  Movements will likely include a study of women’s suffrage movements and violence against women movement.  In all cases, a global perspective will be taken, where U.S. movements will be compared and contrasted to movements on the same issues that have developed globally.

IV. Backlash against movement.  We will study anti-feminist movements, examining when and how counter-movements develop and how they mobilize to stop movements.

V. Conclusion:  In the last section of the course, students will choose a feminist organization and critically analyze it from a sociological/women’s studies perspective.  Students will develop a research portfolio on their chosen organization and will present their findings to the rest of the class.

Required Texts:

Ferree, Myra Marx and Beth B. Hess, eds. Controversy and Coalition: The New Feminist Movement Across Four Decades of Change. New York: Routledge, 2000.

Ferree, Myra Marx and Patricia Yancey Martin, eds. Feminist Organizations: Harvest of the New Women’s Movement. Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1995.

Smith, Andrea. Conquest: Sexual Violence and American Indian Genocide. Boston: South End Press, 2005.
  

Assignments:
Reading Summaries: 20%

In-class presentation: 20%

Portfolio Project: 25%

Final essay exam:  25%

Participation: 10%

Evaluation:

Class participation: Students will be assessed on attendance, level of attentiveness in class, and their participation—both in terms of raising questions as well as answering them.
Reading summaries.  Students will be responsible for writing summaries of the readings that identify the main argument of the essay and the reasons invoked to support that argument.  In addition, students will post questions that they have about the readings, using Angel discussion board.  Students will be assessed on how well they complete the assignments, and how they improve over the course of the semester in their ability to write excellent summaries.  The summaries will measure student comprehension of the readings. 

Portfolio Project:  Students will choose a feminist organization and do research and analysis of that group’s work, assessing how they contribute to the feminist social movement and evaluating whether or not they are effective at making social change.  This is an on-going assignment throughout the semester that helps students connect academic writings to real world analysis and application and integrates commentary on course readings with research on a particular non-profit organization or NGO.

Final Exam:   A comprehensive final exam with essay format questions will be administered during the time of the final exam.  
Using assignments for on-going course evaluation and improvement:  This course will involve both extensive class discussion, small group work, individual presentations, and a major writing assignment.  Reading summary assignments will be used to gauge student reading comprehension and will be used as feedback in preparation of class.  If there are comprehension issues, for example, then class-time will be devoted to resolving them.  The portfolio projects and final exam will allow instructors to assess whether students have been able to synthesize and apply course materials to a specific feminist issue of their choosing.  Adjustments will continue to be made to future iterations of the course if student outcomes on graded assignments demonstrate any difficulty in their achievement of stated course objectives. 
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This course is an elective for sociology majors and other interested students.  Historically the course has also served as an option for fulfillment of the WS concentration elective.  As we develop a WS major, the course will continue to serve as an option for a foundational/required course.  Currently this course is only staffed by adjunct faculty members.   Since this course plays a more important role for WS than it does for sociology, we have agreed that it makes sense for LA/W/S to cross-list the course and take responsibility for its staffing.  We will continue to insure that the sociology requirements are met.   For WS students, concepts are more introductory than they are for sociology majors; the course has no pre-requisites.  











NOTE by D. Germeroth:  Catalog description (which is based on SOC 315) has been trimmed by Dr. Meagher to meet the 50 words or less catalog requirement.  The trimmed description has 46 words. 





In the catalog where the Women’s Studies major will be described, the course will be WOMN 215/SOC 315.  In the CJ section of the catalog, it will be SOC 315/WOMN 215.





SOC 315/WOMN 215							3 cr.


Feminism and Social Change


This course examines the relationship between feminism and social change, studying feminist movements and how feminist ideologies, strategies, and individuals influence social movements.  Counter-movements and the impact of feminism on society and on individuals will also be studied. It fulfills a Women’s Studies foundational course requirement.  








Also offered as SOC 315  





To be cross-listed with existing course:  SOC 315 Feminism and Social Change
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