Transition Doctor of Physical Therapy

(t-DPT)

Technological, Security and Academic Integrity Issues.

The t-DPT is a credential offered to clinicians who entered the Physical Therapy profession with a degree less than the DPT.  Therefore, the t-DPT is a post-professional degree, while the DPT is an entry-level degree.  The t-DPT requires candidates to acquire knowledge that was not required by the BSPT, MPT or PT Certification programs that were offered prior to the revised accreditation standards of CAPTE (Commission on Accreditation in Physical Therapy Education).

Because the individuals pursuing the t-DPT will already be licensed Physical Therapists, most will be employed and currently engaged in clinical practice.  Many of the other schools offering the t-DPT are doing so through web-based instruction to accommodate these working students.  For example, one member of the University of Scranton Physical Therapy faculty has already completed a t-DPT  from Temple University and another is currently working on a t-DPT from the same institution entirely through web-based instruction.
The members of the Department of Physical Therapy at the University of Scranton believe that to be competitive we need to offer our t-DPT online as well.  It is felt that by offering a t-DPT in an alternative delivery mode, we are providing a service to our alumni who graduated from our program over the last 20 years.  We will also welcome candidates who received their entry-level degree from other intuitions.  It shows our commitment to our students well beyond graduation and builds the kind of loyalty we see from many University of Scranton alumni.

Legitimate concerns for offering courses online include security and academic integrity.  Shortly after becoming Chair of the Department of Physical Therapy, John Sanko asked that Renée Hakim be named Program Director for the t-DPT.  Renée put together a committee comprised of Barbara Wagner, Peter Leininger and Tracey Collins.  Barbara and Peter were chosen for their experience with the t-DPT at Temple University and Tracey for her experience as a student at Walden University.  The committee met on numerous occasions and revised the t-DPT to its current proposed form.
In November 2003, Debra Busacco, Director of the CTLE (Center for Teaching and Learning Excellence) met with the entire PT Department and discussed a variety of issues including the t-DPT and how the CTLE could advise and give support to its development.

The proposed t-DPT will be offered on the Blackboard® platform which is currently in use on campus.

The Committee and Department Chair have met on numerous occasions with Deans to discuss the proposed program and how to insure its quality and integrity.  In addition, John Sanko and Renée Hakim met with Jim Franceschelli, Department Head, Office of Instructional Technologies, to determine the technological issues of offering web-based courses.
John Sanko has also met with Aileen McHale from CTLE and Eugeniu Grigorescu from the Office of Instructional Technologies to address technological issues including security procedures and academic integrity.  A t-DPT Web Course Advisory Committee has been formed to continue looking at  these issues  and includes Renée Hakim, Barbara Wagner, Marybeth Grant-Beuttler, Robert Kennedy, Eugeniu Grigorescu, James Franceschelli, Debra Busacco, Aileen McHale, Charles Kratz, Linda Neyer, Gary Celli and John Sanko.

The proposed t-DPT will adhere to all the standards of the University of Scranton Academic Code of Honesty (http://matrix.scranton.edu/student_handbook/policy_academic_code_honesty.html) as well as the web-based course guidelines found at: http://matrix.scranton.edu/web_based/ac_wb_course_process.shtml, http://matrix.scranton.edu/web_based/ac_online_course_guide.shtml, and http://matrix.scranton.edu/web_based/ac_wb_course_checklist.shtml.
In a response to a memo from Jerome DeSanto, Associate Provost, Information Resources and Vice President for Planning, Richard Vigilante, Executive Director of JesuitNET wrote “The more written work an online course requires of students, the harder it will be for them to cheat.  Conversely, online courses that require little student interaction and assign grades based solely on one or two take-home exams or papers are candidates for cheating.  One of the advantages of JesuitNET’s CADE course design process is that it engineers in both substantive coursework and evidence rules within a continuous assessment structure”.  We have definitely built the t-DPT courses to require a great deal of online course work along with the proctored final examination.  Numerous submissions to the threaded discussion board will be required and graded throughout the courses to help insure that students are actively involved.  
While designing the proposed t-DPT the committee used all of the information discussed previously and “Maintaining Academic Integrity in Web-based Instruction, Educational Media Journal, 1997, Vol. 35, No. 3, pp 186 – 188 (http://www.augie.edu/dept/edtech/integrity.html) and Jesuit Colleges try to bring their values to online education, The Chronical of Higher Education, May 12, 2000
( http://chronical.com/free/v46/i36/36a45ol.htm)

The Department of Physical Therapy at the University of Scranton recognizes the importance of maintaining excellence and academic quality in all of its courses and programs including those proposed for the t-DPT program. 
We have investigated ways to insure the quality of web-based courses and feel that by following the aforementioned procedures already in place the probability of breaches of academic integrity are no greater than those encountered by faculty teaching on-campus courses.  Academic integrity is a serious concern for all courses on campus and on-line and we will remain observant for any breaches and ways to maintain the integrity of all of our courses or programs.

Thank you for your time and consideration.  
If you have any further questions, please contact:

Renée Hakim, P.T., Ph.D.
, NCS
or
John P. Sanko, P.T., Ed.D.

t-DPT Program Director


Chair, Department of Physical Therapy

phone (570) 941-7935


phone (570) 941-7934

email hakimr2@UofS.edu

email sankoj1@UofS.edu
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