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Fo 11'( -/’/ e = T/RS 284 "The Post-Vatican Il Church in Latin America"

Course Title:

-~ FUTURE TITLE: * Latin American Liberation Theology & Beyond

Course Number:/\/rL s Q50 Date Of Initial Offering: _FaLl  ‘oF

Rationale for
Course level

Credit Hours: 3 Format: E@:;?E lab [ other:
altern

Frequency: Oannual [ each semester

Prerequisites:

Rationale for
pre-requisites
(if pre-
requisites

are listed)

Catalog
Description
(50 word
maximum)

Similar
Courses being
offered at the
University

Discuss
Extent of
overlap with
existing
courses

Semester year

The student ip.this course would need a fundamental introduction to the reading of the
Bible & a familiarity with key theological themes within the Roman Catholic tradition to be
successful. Other corirses would be useful but are not necessary.

ate years

TRS Ta IL

Theology I& Il [TRS 121 & 122] are standard requirements for all students; further
prerequisites would disqualify interested students in majors other than Theology. We
expect members of the LA Studies program with disparate majors to be interested.

The objective of the course is to explore the development of theology within Latin America
after the Second Vatican Council [1962-65]. Special attention is given the theological,
social and political settings of Catholicism in Latin America. [38 words]

There are courses in the History & Political Science departments that cover Latin America
& the question of religion cannot be ignored in these courses. They do not, of course,
begin with the same disciplinary presuppositions, methods or materials.

There will be very little overlap [please note the response to the previous question]
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Resources

Required There will be no special resources required. We have a respectable library collection in
(e.g. library, both print & other media. We have resources for special lecturers within our faculty &
equipment, visitors. The class will need a mediated room but that does not mean we need to add
materials/ anything to our usual assigned rooms. .

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that applz)?;/
Major: [ Required Elective |
GE: O submitted to CCC will be submitted to CCC AN O Area Free only
date

O Humanities (CA) [ /B Sciences (S) B Cultural Diversity (D)
O Humanities (CH) [ Natural Science (E) O Writing Intensive(W)
[0 Humanities (CL) Theology/Phil (P)

O Humaniti/es (CF) O Quantitative Reasoning (Q)

Interdisciplinary: O YES [E’§O Team Teaching: [ YES IZ/NO

Exclusively For Speeial Programs/Concentrations: IZ]{\TO OYES (Name)
Home College: CAS O PCPS O KSOM O GRAD

Required Attachments:
Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, and outline of

topics
?gescription of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations
Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms
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. Latin American Liberation Theology & Beyond]

Stephen J. Casey, Instructor
CASEYs1@SCRANTON.edu
570.941.7590

St. Thomas #356

The object of this course is to explore the development of Theology after the Second Vatican
Council [1962-65] within a Latin American context. Special attention is given the theological, social and
political settings of the area. As the essence of the movement is an embodied (geographically specific)
approach to the larger Christian message, we will be focusing heavily on the Central American country of
El Salvador. We will be exploring both the content & method of doing theology within this context.

The course will operate on the ‘seminar’ model in the classroom. Readings, oral presentations,
preparation of written precis as well as participation in discussions are expected in this class. Please
consider the following carefully:

a. If you do not like to think or to contribute in class then you are in the wrong class. | do not believe
that education is a passive endeavor; all parties are obliged to contribute to the class.
b. The problems of colonialism/imperialism, ultranationalism, militarism, poverty and violence are the

foci of our study. If you do not want to discuss these problems critically and in depth you are in the
wrong class. Further, each participant must allow others to express his/her developed and
considered views. No one may presume that his/her prejudices are accepted by others.

c. While academic and religious freedom are presumed, freedom from work is not. Careful, critical
reading supplemented by clear, well developed presentations (oral & written) are necessities in
this course. Without either you will fail.

d. There is an explicit attendance policy in this class. It is in keeping with the U of S Class
Attendance Policy which was formulated in a University Senate Resolution (8 December 1995),
approved by the President of the University & promulgated by the Provost on 22 February 1996. It
reads:

Students are expected to attend all scheduled meetings of courses in
which they are enrolled. Every student is responsible for all material
presented & announcements made during any class. Attendance policies
for individual courses are determined by the instructor & must be
promulgated in writing in the course syllabi.

While a formal notification of these restrictions is not highly desirable it has been made necessary
by repeated difficulties in the past. Six cuts are allowed for situations that cannot be avoided, i.e.,
job interviews, iliness, funerals, etc. Except in extraordinary cases there will be a reduction of your
semester mark in the following fashion -- 6-8 cuts = one mark (ex: C+ to D+); 9 cuts = FAILURE
for course.

Please note that | have office hours & am available at other times. | expect to see students
periodically in preparation for presentations, etc. but | am available for discussions at other times. E-mail
me about problems, absences, etc if you cannot make it into the office.

Scholarly Honesty Notification:

Your presentations/precis in this course presume both research and individual thought. Any
source may be used in this work. HOWEVER, ALL SOURCES MUST BE CITED FULLY AND
ACCURATELY. The MLA (Modern Language Association) handbook which is quoted in the University of
Scranton’s Academic Code of Honesty describes plagiarism as "giving the impression that you have





[image: image5.png]written or thought something that in fact you borrowed from someone else.” Any failure (whether
accidental and/or intentional) to follow the standards of scholarly accuracy constitutes dishonesty and will
result in a mark of “F* for this course. The Library’s new service Turn It In will be used to check papers;
determinations that the paper is using previously written sources without proper citation will be given very
serious review. The mechanics of this will be discussed in greater detail as we go along. The question of
plagiarism has been frequently in the news this last year; two major historians were, accurately, accused
of misrepresentation of work they published; please avoid their public embarrassment. If you are
unaware or unsure of these standards review:

A. The MLA publication on the matter

OR
B. Turabian's guide (U of Chicago -- publisher)
&

C. your copy of the U of S Academic Code of Honesty in your Handbook.

Please Note: the U of S policy document provides detailed examples of dishonesty and a set of
procedures to be followed in adjudication of such cases. These procedures will be followed in all questions
arising about work in this course. As the introduction to this document notes, moral integrity is a
necessary element in the pursuit of knowledge which is basic to all education.

Please Note WELL -- For INTERNET & Electronic Sources use the style sheet from the MLA. This
document can be found on the Weinberg Memorial Library’s site on the University’s home page. Click on
LIBRARY, go to ELECTRONIC RESOURCES, go to CITING ELECTRONIC RESOURCES, select the
MLA style selection & read.

All papers must be typewritten, double-spaced, on regulation paper with standard margins. For
reasons of clarity and ease of composition you should use the parenthetical format for citation only. In this
system all quotes or paraphrases are followed by a parenthesis with (the author's name, date of the
relevant publication, page number). In the situation where the author has published several works in the
same year use ‘a’, 'b', etc. after each subsequent publication. The bibliography follows traditional form.
Please do not alter this form as no other form will be accepted in this course. Papers ought to be done on
a word processor for the experience and the ease of revision (see: above). They must be spell checked
and properly formatted. In addition, because the first four assignments (in draft version) are reviewed &
returned to you for revision. It is ABSOLUTELY necessary that each page of these drafts be property
numbered. Without this numbering the preparation of appropriate comments is an unnecessary laborious
project. The system for numbering pages on a word processor is quite easy; please learn it if you do not
already know it.

GRADES:

Your final mark is a composite evaluation of your performance. It is based on your oral
presentations, précis and on the quality of your contribution to class discussion. Your regular attendance
is required in class; without it, it is assumed that you are neither contributing nor benefitting from class
discussions (see above: Expectations "d".)

Texts: Voice of the Voiceless [Four Pastoral Letters & Statements] Archbishop Oscar Romero (intro. By

Jon Sorbino & Ignacio Martin-Baro. Maryknoll N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1999.

Other readings: Textual materials on the WEB, or BB or On Reserve.

We will have guest lecturers, movies [ROMERO & Voces Inocente, for example] as well as other
supplemental materials. As ALL are integral parts of the course, everyone is expected to
be present, engaged and capable of reporting on these events even though the video
component is presented outside of class periods.

CONNECTIONS: This course is a component in the Latin American Studies Concentration as well as the
Peace & Justice Program
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1> The Latin American Studies Concentration is designed to advance students’ awareness and
understanding of Latin America. It seeks to provide both broad, general knowledge of the entire Latin
American region, and in-depth knowledge of specific countries, regional groupings of countries, and
cultures both dominant and marginal. The concentration is open to all majors and it consists of courses
from a variety of disciplines with a primary focus on Latin America. These courses fulfill general education
requirements in the Humanities area (Foreign Languages and History), the Social Sciences area (Political
Science), and some of them also carry cultural diversity and writing intensive credit.

Please see your instructor if interested OR —

CONTACT: Lee M. Penyak, Ph.D.

Director of Latin American Studies

— E-mail: PENYAKI2@SCRANTON.EDU

ph. 570-941-4369 See: The University Catalogue [2007-08] p.88-9

2> In keeping with the mission and Jesuit character of the University, the Peace & Justice Program
was created to present to students the justice dimensions and implications of what they study while at
Scranton. By selection of various courses across the curriculum, it will be possible for students to organize
and integrate their studies with a focus on justice. See: The University Catalogue [2007-08] p.89-90 or
your instructor [in class or by phone/E-mail = CASEYs1@scranton.edu. ] for further information.

GE Credit & Goals
In light of the current GE objectives it ought to be noted that this course will be eligible for both ‘P’

& ‘D’ credit because it will meet the following objectives:

P — Theology & Philosophy
This course will enable the student to explain how the Christian Tradition/Scriptures address
fundamental question regarding God, the nature of human existence/possibility of human
community as well as the nature of truth, knowledge, justice & the good. Area objectives # 1 |
identify & read significant texts, placing them in historical & contextual contexts; write analyses &
arguments pertaining to these texts], #2 [identify & discuss major philosophical & theological
movements, events, people & ideas; write analyses & arguments pertaining to them) & #5 [ make
theoretical & practical use of the Western theological & philosophical approaches to ethics in
understanding & dealing with issues of justice & the common good] are engaged.

D — Cultural Diversity
This course will enable the student to understand one class of the variety of cultures they may
encounter. As culture is defined in this document as the matrix of ideas, creeds, religions,
attitudes, habits, artifacts& institutions that condition the way people in a given society live, this
course is explicitly culturally diverse. This course will engage area objectives # 1 [ discuss class,
race, ethnicity, &or gender perspectives in the course], #2 [ discuss contemporary world issues
based upon an international perspective of the historical, political, economic & social
developments of diverse cultures), #4 [ explain/demonstrate the ways in which various social
groups/communities within a given society live] are relevant. Note Well: this course is a
component of the University’s Latin American Studies Program.

Texts, Assignments & Assessment:

Readings will include:

- Voice of the Voiceless [Four Pastoral Letters & Statements] Archbishop Oscar Romero (intro. By Jon Sorbino &
Ignacio Martin-Baro. Maryknoll N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1999.

- On-line: Documents of both the Second Vatican Council [1962 - 65] & the First Vatican Council [1870]
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~ Reading on poverty by Gustavo Gutierrez ‘Poverty: Solidarity & Protest’

— Reading on ‘Social Sin’ by Jose Ignacio Gonzales Faus

~ Readings from both Bible Testaments on poverty

- Readings [shorter pieces] on ecclesiology [base communities, et. al.], Christology, reading of the Bible in lay
groups, eschatology & the role of women from various LA authors were scheduled. SEE: BB

THEMES:
The Reality:
FIRST: Poverty/violence and alienation. [See: Romero — the film]
the Christian response: need for critical assessment, resistance & reconciliation.
SECOND: The issues of violence — personal, structural, armed, insurgent — [See: Voces
Innocentes- the film]
The Context:
Compare/contrast of the pre/post Vatican |l responses, the Eurocentric/Latin American responses
to change in the LA environment.
The Responses:
North America/Europe & in the Catholic Church to the Liberation Theology movement
The Post 1990s situation.

ASSIGNMENTS:
Assigned reading which includes written precis before class discussion, written essays & oral reports
accompanied by a short precis/bibliography citing all sources.
REPORTS: could include covering the current conditions in specific selected areas of LA, the LA
immigrants in USA, fair/free trade in LA, the pedagogy/theology/ecclesiology of base communities,
treatment of LA in US foreign policy, etc..

ASSESSMENT:

Assessment of a student's knowledge/ability to integrate reading assignments will be determined by
written precis & by oral contributions in class. Reports will be assessed for quality of research,
coherence/fluidity of delivery & ability to generate class comprehension/discussion.
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Assignment #1: On The Romero Film —
Prepare two precis (one on each) in the following manner.
Film: One Sheet
— single spaced — no less than 11 point regular type.
— present what you saw as the focus of the film
- present a concise assessment of its effectiveness in presenting its point

Discussion: One sheet
- single spaced — no less than 11 point regular type.
— present what you believe you leamed there
— assess the effectiveness of the discussion

Be prepared for a fuller discussion of the movie next Wednesday, September 7. Consider the following points:

1} Who are the protagonists? (This may not be as simple as it appears)

2} what were the chief components in the conflict revealed in the film?
Why is it that what happens, happens?

3} What visual images appearfreappear in the movie? [This is another way of detecting the underlying focus of the
director(s)]

4} What changes take place for a} Romero, b} the Jesuits, ¢} the ruling cadres, d} the Army, e} the populace, in the
course of the movie?

5} What ecclesiological issues are being represented in the movie?

6} What does ‘political’ mean in this movie? To you? Generally?
Subset = liberation?

7} Summarize (succinctly) your overall impression of this work.

Assignment #3:

READINGS from: VOICE OF THE VOICELESS

‘The Political Dimension of the Faith From the Perspective of the Option for the Poor’: pp. 177 to 187
questions:

1> What does Romero mean by ‘political dimensions of the faith'?

2> What are the key theological themes Romero develops to put flesh on the structure of his thoughts?
3> What are Romero's sources?

In his conclusion to the Louvain address, Romero refers to ‘violence’ but puts the theme aside without
further development therefore we need to refer to the preceding essay (in the collection) for that development. So go
back to the ‘Pastoral Letter to National Council of Churches’ [pp.168 to 176] & react to the following:

4> What is the 'violence’ that Romero refers to?

5> Romero refers to the Church’s role in ‘liberation’. What is this liberation? & What is the Church'’s role as seen by
Romero?

method:

a. Be brief — that means focus your answer — do not ramble.

b. Cite the [location] page (in parentheses) for the materials that frame your answer so we can easily access the
original. IF you quote, do so accurately & with appropriate indicators.

September 19 due date
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Access a Bible with appropriate footnotes, etc. . It ought to be a NRSV or a NAB version for this
assignment. Read the following & be prepared to report on & synthesize what you see.

Poverty in Tanach:
see: Exodus 23: 1-13
22:25-27
see: Amos in prophetic tradition ch. 2:6 - 11
see also: Proverbs 10: 3-5; 14: 23 - 24

Poverty in the New Testament:
Matthew 5 -7

Luke 6:17 — 45

Acts of The Apostles— 2: 37 - 47 & 4:32 - 37
2 Corinthians 8: 1-15

On the ‘scandal’ of poverty versus the virtue of poverty from a LA perspective see the section
from the Medellin meeting [of CELAM - the LA Bishops Conference] to be found in the BB
DOCUMENTS segment; it is Reading #2 — On Poverty.

Prepare a precis on these materials.
PostScript:

For further development see: Gustavo Gutierrez's A Theology of Liberation (Maryknoll,
NY, 1973, 1988) Chapter Thirteen: ‘Poverty: Solidarity & Protest’. This is the book that started
the common use of the term and in many ways remains the manifesto of the movement.
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