WRTG 220 Proposal (1)
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New Course

 Course Title: Writing for the Natural Sciences
Course Number: WRTG 220


Date Of Initial Offering:  Spring 2007
[image: image1]Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours:  3 

Format:  Lecture  

Frequency:  alternate semesters
Prerequisites: Satisfaction of the Written Communication requirement. 


Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)


Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)


Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University


Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
ELECTIVE

GE :
WILL BE SUBMITTED to CCC   (Apr 06)





Interdisciplinary:  ( YES   X NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
X NO
Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: X NO (YES (Name)____________________

Home College:   X CAS
( PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
ATTACHED  Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, 

  and outline of topics

ATTACHED  Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms:

The reading list and assignments for the course will be adjusted periodically in response to formal and informal student feedback.

WRTG 220: Writing For the Natural Sciences  (Syllabus)
COURSE OBJECTIVES

Students will 

· recognize, practice, and revise the kinds of science writing that have been traditionally accepted for journal publication in their chosen fields; 

· produce field and lab notebooks, lab reports, abstracts and research papers that match the professional standards of their chosen fields; 

· learn the characteristics of and conventions used in the titles, introductions, hypotheses, tables, and graphics that appear in well-respected scientific journals; and
· learn the characteristics of and conventions used in articulating the methods, models, and theories in their chosen fields.   

WRITING INTENSIVE DESIGNATION

This course fulfills word count & pedagogical requirements for the University’s Writing Intensive requirement. It also meets the English department’s assignment and word count requirements for Expository and Applied Writing courses (minimum 4 assignments and 5,000 words).

REQUIRED TEXTS

A Short Guide to Writing About Science. David Porush

The Penguin Handbook. Lester Faigley

Research: A Student’s Guide to Writing Research Papers, Richard Veit

A Style Manual suited for your specific field of study. You can acquire these from:

Council on Biology 

American Chemical Society 

American Mathematical Society 

American Institute of Physics

You are also required to bring a “dedicated” diskette or memory stick to every class.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Attendance is mandatory. We will be working in class every day and it is not possible to catch up on activities. After the second absence, FOR ANY REASON, your final course grade will drop

Please note that this attendance policy does not distinguish between the student who misses class for a good reason and the student who chooses to simply miss class. Students should save their absences for times when they are ill.

CONFERENCES

During the semester I will schedule one-to-one conferences with each of you. Because of the time involved in meeting with so many students, if you miss a scheduled conference, it will count as a missed class. 
Please note that due to my schedule, you may not be able to reschedule a conference.
GRADE FORMULA
Revised Article
20%

Field Notebook and Report
20%

Abstract
20%

Research Paper
40%

100%

SPECIAL NOTE ON RESEARCH PAPERS

The grade for the research paper will include ALL pre-work and drafts. 

POSSIBLE SCHEDULE

Thursday, January 24



Intro to Course//Syllabi//Diagnostic
Hand out “Asking Questions”

Tuesday, January 30

CH1
Science Writing and the Imagination

Thursday, February 1

Tuesday, February 6

CH 2 
Bad Science Writing
Hand out Articles for Revision

Thursday, February 8



CH 18
Scientific Approach to Style

Tuesday, February 13



CH 3


Revised Article Due
Lab & Field Assignment
Thursday, February 15
Lab & Field Notebooks
Tuesday, February 20
Lab & Field Reports
Thursday, February 22



CH 14 
Interpretation of Results

Tuesday, February 27



Field Notebook and Report Due
Thursday, March 1



CH 7 Abstracts

Tuesday, March 6

Abstract Assignment
Hand out Essays

Thursday, March 8

Peer Review
Abstract Due
SPRING BREAK




Tuesday, March 20



Research Paper Assignment
CH 5 & 6 

Thursday, March 22



CH 16

Tuesday, March 27



CH 8 & 9
Hypothesis, Models, and Theories

Thursday, March 29



CH 16, p189 / Genres

Tuesday, April 3



Freewrite

Thursday, April 5
EASTER BREAK

Tuesday, April 10



CH 15 / Structural Analysis
Draft I – Peer Review
Conclusions

Thursday, April 12



CH 17 / Revising and Editing
Tuesday April 17



CH 10 / Works Cited

Thursday, April 19



Draft II
Peer and Consult

Tuesday, April 24



Clean up Details
Paragraph Cohesion
Thursday, April 26



Workshop / Consult
Turn in Conference Copy

Tuesday, May 1 & Thursday, May 3

Writing Conferences

Tuesday, May 8



Writing Conferences

Thursday, May 10



Final Papers Due
( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           X Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			








None





WRTG 220 covers the natural sciences (biology, chemistry, physics & various hybrids).  WRTG 222 covers the behavioral sciences (psychology & sociology in practical terms, but the course might also be useful for students with interests in education &/or political science &/or anthropology).  The conventions & practices of science writing in general will be common to both courses, but the examples in each course will be geared to different groups of majors.








This course is analogous to other topic-based applied WRTG courses currently being offered in the Dept. of English & Theatre (i.e. WRTG 212: Writing for the Law; WRTG 218: Writing for the Web; WRTG 222: Writing for the Behavioral Sciences). 





This course is appropriate for students who wish to develop or refine their skills in reading, writing, and understanding scholarly writing for the natural sciences. It is grounded in the rhetoric of science, which focuses on conventions and genres characteristic of writing by both students and professionals in these fields. 








Standard for all WRTG courses at the 200-level or above.


Standard for all Writing Intensive ENLT courses taught in the department. 





100-level WRTG courses fill the Written Communication requirement of the University’s General Education Curriculum.  200-level courses in applied writing (in this context, “applied” means “professional or technical”, as opposed to “creative” writing) focus on a more narrowly focused set of technical &/or professional writing situations.   








