WRTG 222 Proposal (1)
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New Course

 Course Title: Writing for the Behavioral Sciences
Course Number: WRTG 222


Date Of Initial Offering:  Spring 2008
[image: image1]Rationale for


Course level

Credit Hours:  3 

Format:  Lecture  

Frequency:  alternate semesters
Prerequisites: Satisfaction of the Written Communication requirement. 

Rationale for 

pre-requisites

(if pre-

requisites 

are listed)


Catalog

Description

(50 word

maximum)


Similar

Courses being

offered at the

University


Discuss

Extent of

overlap with

existing

courses 

Special 
Resources

Required

(e.g. library, 

equipment,

materials/

facilities)

Characteristics (check any/all that apply):
        Major:
ELECTIVE

GE :
WILL BE SUBMITTED to CCC   (Apr 06)




Interdisciplinary:  ( YES   X NO       Team Teaching:   ( YES
X NO
Exclusively For Special Programs/Concentrations: X NO (YES (Name)____________________

Home College:   X CAS
( PCPS
( KSOM
( GRAD

Required Attachments:
ATTACHED  Syllabus with student learning objectives, assessment/evaluation mechanisms, 
  and outline of topics

ATTACHED  Description of, or example of, readings/papers/projects/examinations

Assessment/evaluation based course improvement mechanisms:
The reading list and assignments for the course will be adjusted periodically in response to formal and informal student feedback.

Writing 222
Writing for the Behavioral Sciences
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1University of Scranton

Instructor: Beth L. Sindaco, Esq.
Time: TR 2:30 PM
Room: CLP 224
Office Hours: TR 11:00AM – 12:00PM Hyland 304
Contact Info: Phone: 570-822-7550



         E-mail: sindacob2@scranton.edu
Required Materials:
Writing & Thinking in the Social Sciences

 – Sharon Friedman, Stephen Steinberg, Prentice Hall ISBN 0-13-970062-5
Forty Studies that Changed Psychology 6th ed.

– Roger R. Hock, Prentice Hall ISBN-13: 978-0-13-603599-2

Readings in Social Psychology 7th ed.


- Wayne A. Lesko, Pearson ISBN 13: 978-0-205-59577-8
Course Description: 

This course is appropriate for students who wish to develop or refine their skills in reading, writing, and understanding scholarly writing for the behavioral sciences. It is grounded in the rhetoric of science, which focuses on conventions and genres characteristic of writing by both students and professionals in these fields. 

Course Goals: 
A student who has successfully completed this course will have the skills to:
· Read, understand, and summarize scholarship in the social sciences

· Prepare successful responses to narrative exam questions.

· Understand and prepare abstracts, annotations, article reviews and papers based on original research.
· Outline the development of disciplinary writing strategies and identify how those developments shape, and are shaped by, disciplinary structures; and
· Communicate specialist knowledge and information to non-specialist audiences.
Course Policies:  

1. Attend fully prepared for each class (meaning having read/written each assignment)
2. Missing more than 3 classes (with or without “good” reason) will result in reducing by one half grade the student’s final grade. 
3. Late submission of papers or assignments will receive a letter grade reduction for each day late. Papers handed in a week or more lately will receive a zero grade.
4. Attendance at scheduled conferences is mandatory.   Conferences will not be rescheduled. Missing a conference is equivalent to missing a class and will be treated as an absence.
5. Use of recording devices is strictly prohibited.

Course Procedures:


Each class will begin with a discussion of the topic set for that session.  All persons are expected to contribute to a lively discussion of the topic by providing insights, ideas or questions for discussion pertaining to the topic. At times, the class will engage in in-class exercises either individually or in small groups.  


ALL assignments are to be completed and submitted electronically.


Any questions, concerns or problems can be addressed either in class or individually with me at any time.  Please do not hesitate to communicate your concerns because while I can read lips, I cannot read minds.


I reserve the right to make changes to the class/assignment schedule as necessary.

Course Definitions:

Attend:   to be physically present for the entire class period.

Conference:  period of class time during which students will meet with instructor to discuss individual writing assignments.  Students scheduled for a conference will have available, electronic and hard copies of current work as well as previous drafts including Peer Reviews.  During these periods, students not scheduled for a conference will utilize class time to work on assignments. This is NOT a free skip.

Peer Review:  The critical review by fellow-students of each other’s work.  A Peer Review will consist of substantive comments not correction, editing or grammatical commentary.  Students are warned not to revise grammar or sentence structure based on peer review comments but rather on consultation with appropriate resources.

Prepare:  to read for comprehension, being able to discuss topic intelligently; written notes may or may not be required based on personal skills; assignments will not be “handed in” unless otherwise noted.

Read:  to physically lay eyes on long enough to comprehend and be able to discuss topic.

Submit:  to transmit required homework and/or assignments in electronic format using MS Word.  Submissions are always made to the instructor and when indicated, to your “peer”.

Write:  to produce written homework product suitable for submission electronically or otherwise.

Class Participation: Everyone is expected to be bright and cheery.  Everyone is expected to contribute to the discussion.  While I am fluent in sign language, I expect to hear everyone’s voice during the semester.  I WILL DEDUCT POINTS FOR FAILURE TO PARTICIPATE.  If the class turns out to be boring, it will be because you have forced ME to do all the talking.

Grading: 

Exercises
30%

Writing Assignments
40%

Class participation
30%
TOTAL                                                   100%


Grading scale is in accordance with the University of Scranton policy.

Plagiarism will be evaluated and treated according to University policy.

Students must receive a C or better to pass this course.

( Humanities (CA)         ( S/B Sciences (S)               ( Cultural Diversity (D)                                                                      


( Humanities (CH)         ( Natural Science (E)           X Writing Intensive(W)


( Humanities (CL)          ( Theology/Phil  (P)


( Humanities (CF)          ( Quantitative Reasoning (Q) 





			








100-level WRTG courses fill the Written Communication requirement of the University’s General Education Curriculum.  200-level courses in applied writing (in this context, “applied” means “professional or technical”, as opposed to “creative” writing) focus on a more narrowly focused set of technical &/or professional writing situations.   





Standard for all WRTG courses at the 200-level or above.


Standard for all Writing Intensive ENLT courses taught in the department. 





This course is appropriate for students who wish to develop or refine their skills in reading, writing, and understanding scholarly writing for the behavioral sciences. It is grounded in the rhetoric of science, which focuses on conventions and genres characteristic of writing by both students and professionals in these fields. 








This course is analogous to other topic-based applied WRTG courses currently being offered in the Dept. of English & Theatre (i.e. WRTG 212: Writing for the Law; WRTG 218: Writing for the Web; WRTG 220: Writing for the Natural Sciences). 





WRTG 220 covers the natural sciences (biology, chemistry, physics & various hybrids).  WRTG 222 covers the behavioral sciences (psychology & sociology in practical terms, but the course might also be useful for students with interests in education &/or political science &/or anthropology).  The conventions & practices of science writing in general will be common to both courses, but the examples in each course will be geared to different groups of majors.





None





























